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Audrey Flack speaks about women artists
newsday.com/museums

MARY GREGORYBY
Special to Newsday

Due to the pandemic, museums
everywhere have had to find
new ways to exhibit art and
connect with audiences while
keeping everyone safe. Two

major exhibitions dedicated to women
artists at the Nassau County Museum of
Art had to be postponed from July to
November last year. Meanwhile, the
Long Island Museum’s annual members
show opened on time, but online only.
It’s a tale of two museums and how
they’re adjusting.

WOMEN MAKING ART
Through April 25, works by dozens

of women artists fill the entire Nas-
sau County Museum in two ground-
breaking exhibitions. They range
from 19th century oils by Impression-
ist Mary Cassatt to a 2020 multime-
dia installation created specially for
the show by Bridgehampton photogra-
pher Laurie Lambrecht. It took naviga-
tion and negotiation, but thanks to
grants and gifts of PPE from the
community, the exhibitions finally
opened.

“Heroines of Abstract Expression-
ism,” on loan from guest curators, Rick
Friedman and Cindy Lou Wakefield,
fills one gallery with a celebration of
mid-20th century works from iconic
artists like Lee Krasner, Hedda Sterne,
Grace Hartigan, Joan Mitchell, Elaine

de Kooning and Helen Frankenthaler,
all pioneering women who lived and
worked on Long Island. “I’ve never
seen such power on these walls,” said
museum director Charles Riley. “It’s
almost like these things are smoldering,
like they’re on fire.”

On the second floor, “FEM,” a sepa-
rate superb survey of contemporary
work, presents rich, varied voices of
international women reflecting on
cultural, environmental, political, gen-
der, emotional and physical realities
through art.

Bridging both eras is East Hampton
artist, Audrey Flack. She’s presented in
“Heroines” through an early abstract
painting, but better known for her
luminous, allegorical photorealist paint-

ings and powerful sculptures that cele-
brate female strength and beauty, all of
which are highlighted in the 2019 docu-
mentary about her, “Queen of Hearts.”
Flack was inspired by the Old Masters,
influenced by the Abstract Expression-
ist generation, and influential to those
who came after her, including many of
the artists in “FEM.”

Like the rising acknowledgment for
women artists, the exhibitions didn’t
arrive without struggle. Riley re-
designed the show to run leaner and
found new ways to reach audiences.
“We have this lovely time ticketed
approach, and everybody who comes
in basically has a private museum,”
he explained. You can also see works
on the website or take a video tour
narrated by women who work at the
museum. The exhibitions feature
some of the most renowned women

Museums use fresh approaches to spotlight women, local art in the pandemic

“Heroines of Abstract Expressionism” fills a gallery with mid-20th century masterworks from American women artists like Audrey Flack, Lee Krasner and Elaine de Kooning.

A CHANGE OF ART
N

A
SS

AU
CO

UN
TY

M
US

EU
M

O
F

A
RT

B2

N
EW

SD
AY

,
TU

ES
DA

Y,
FE

BR
UA

RY
2,

20
21

ne
w

sd
ay

.co
m

Ex
pl

or
e

LI



LO
N

G
IS

LA
N

D
M

US
EU

M
/

PA
UL

ED
EL

SO
N

artists of the modern era, from
Käthe Kollwitz to Louise Nevel-
son, Kara Walker, Judy Chicago
and Shirin Neshat. Said Riley, “It’s
a ravishingly beautiful show that’s
also an immensely powerful show,
and the conjunction of power and
beauty is one way to say, ‘Look
what women can do, have done
and will do.’ ”

‘TRANSFORMING CRISIS INTO ART’
In Stony Brook, The Long Island

Museum faced different challenges.
Its 14 buildings made it impossible
to stay fully open while adhering to
pandemic guidelines. So, executive
director Neil Watson brainstormed
with staff, and they came up with a
hybrid approach, opting for partly
open, and partly online. They
switched to virtual educational and
Alzheimer’s programs, left the gates
open for people to enjoy the
grounds, and reopened some build-
ings when they felt it was safe. “The
things we’ve learned are things that

will outlast the pandemic,” said
Watson.

This year, they decided on a virtual
LIMarts member exhibition. “Every
Day: Transforming Crisis Into Art” is
online through mid-February. Sev-
enty-two local artists, about two-
thirds of whom are women, share
glimpses of their days as artists this
year in works as individual as they
are. Eileen Palmer of St. James created
a mosaic imbued with tenderness.
“Just Breathe,” is an abstracted image
of lungs comprised of twigs and her
grandmother’s porcelain flowers. Paul
Edelson, Mary Waka and others found
inspiration in domestic scenes, while
many turned to Long Island’s land-
scape for inspiration.

Watson hopes to share the online
show with other museums, giving
the artists wider exposure. “Artists
are our heartbeat. I always want to
keep them at the forefront and see
what more we can do for them,” he
said. “Good things come out of the
darkest times.”

“Homage” by Paul Edelson at the
Long Island Museum’s website.

ON THE COVER Artist Audrey Flack in her studio in East Hampton last month.

Alan Richards’ “A Rainy Evening in Midtown,” on the Long Island Museum’s site.

‘HEROINES OF ABSTRACT
EXPRESSIONISM’ AND ‘FEM’
WHEN | WHERE Through April25,
11a.m.-4:45 p.m. Tuesday-Sunday,
advance timedticket entry required;
Nassau County Museumof Art, 1
MuseumDrive, Roslyn Harbor
INFO $15, $10 age 62 and older, $5
students and ages 5-11, free age 4
and younger; 516-484-9338;
nassaumuseum.org

’EVERY DAY: TRANSFORMING
CRISIS INTO ART’
WHEN | WHERE Through Feb. 14
on the Long Island Museum’s web-
site and the LIMarts Facebook page
INFO Free; 631-751-0066;
longislandmuseum.org
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Call now to get your ADT security
system starting at $19.99/mo.*
Plus get $100 off installation† when you call today!

*Requires 36-month monitoring contract for intrusion only with a minimum charge of $28.99 after the
12 month term. Equipment shown requires ADT Secure or higher. Early term. and installation fees apply.
Taxes addt’l. For full terms and pricing see below.
†Requires minimum purchase of $449.

Cameras
Choose from indoor, outdoor &

doorbell cams so you can keep

watch even when you aren’t

there with upgrade to ADT Video.

$100 off installation

Upgrade to a touchscreen panel and smart

home equipment or stick with basic home

security. Either way, you’ll save $100!

Life safety
Let us help you stay

protected from fire, CO,

floods & more!

YOUR EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS COUPON

$1999
/mo

STARTING AT

BONUS $100 off installation

Call now to redeem your exclusive offer!

Redemption code: Reply by:

DF-CD-NP-Q121 April 15, 2021

1-833-617-1590

We’re available 24/7. See if you qualify for same-day service!

1-833-617-1590 Reply by: April 15, 2021Redemption code: DF-CD-NP-Q121

Get protected by America’s #1 home security provider

#1 Smart Home
Security provider

24/7 ADT
Monitoring

Theft Protection
Guarantee**

Certain restrictions apply

ADT 6-Month
Money-Back
Guarantee‡

Certain restrictions apply

*$19.99/month + †$100 off Installation: Requires 36-month monitoring contract with a minimum charge of $28.99/mo. (before
instant savings) (24-month monitoring contract in California, total fees from $695.76 (before instant savings) and enrollment in Easy
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